HISTORY OF KIDTREK

When Wanda Parker was a child, her mother taught migrant children.  She fondly recalls her mother telling stories of the children with whom she worked.  Her heart was touched.  

From her earliest years, Wanda believed in the God of the impossible.  

During her senior year in college, she made the decision to join VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America), the domestic Peace Corps.  Less than a year later, she was living in a migrant labor camp in Texas and was visiting a court hearing when a judge unexpectedly gave her guardianship of two juvenile delinquents who had derailed a freight train.  Because the two boys were the children of migrants, their intelligence had never been tested.  Wanda was able to get a full battery of tests for them which showed both boys were border-line mentally retarded.  They had no idea what they were doing when they derailed the train.

Wanda was able to get them into a school for mentally retarded children.  To this day, her greatest sorrow is knowing that she had improved their earthly life, but she never told them about Jesus.  Could it be she gave them the world only to lose their souls?

After VISTA, Wanda married co-VISTA Volunteer, Joe Parker. He became a Boys Club Director and they served in inner city and barrio communities of Southern California.   In one of the Boy’s Clubs, one of the kids was Roy Carter, whose mother was a prostitute.  As a young boy, one of her boyfriends threw Roy across the car, slicing his face from the top of his forehead to the bottom of his chin, leaving a deep scar.  Roy was full of anger and would go into a rage at the slightest provocation.  For two years, he was in and out of the Parker home.  When Joseph, their first child, was born, Roy carried him all over the club and doted on him.  He knew that Joe and Wanda cared about him.  Then Joe was transferred to another club and the Parkers lost track of Roy.  Several years later Joe was attending meetings in the neighborhood where Roy had grown up.  Who should be in attendance but Roy?  He was now a Juvenile Probation Officer.  He told Joe, “I wouldn’t be who I am today if it wasn’t for you.”  One adult can make a difference!

The vision of KidTrek was growing in Wanda’s heart and mind.

The Parkers were living in Portland, OR in 1979 when Joe began urging Wanda to return to work.  She was enjoying her life as a stay-at-home mom and did not want to work outside the home.  One day when she returned from a Bible Study Joe handed her the classifieds and suggested she check-out a couple of possible jobs.  One was for a kindergarten teacher in a day care center; Wanda begrudgingly called and made an appointment for an interview.  At the end of the interview Wanda asked the director when she would be making a decision.  “I already have, can you begin Monday,” was the response.  “Uh, uh, no! I need time to think about it,” was Wanda’s reaction.  

That weekend the Parker family attended a Jesus Festival in WA across the river from Portland.  The first night the speaker challenged the audience, “Is God asking you to do something and you are refusing to do it?”  Wanda remembers struggling with that question as they drove home.  Finally through self-talk she made herself feel good, “It isn’t God asking me to take this job, its Joe.”

The next day when they returned to the festival Joe and Wanda stood and watched while their children went into the petting zoo.  A couple the Parkers had never met before was standing next to them when the husband turned to Wanda and said, “Do you work with children?”  Surprised she stuttered, “Uh, no, but.”  She stopped herself from continuing and asked, “Why are you asking me this?”  The man looked at her and gently said, “I believe the Lord has given me a Word for you.”  Wanda was startled; she was not use to such talk.  The man continued, “The Lord wants you to know that He has a large ministry for you with children one day, but he isn’t able to give you that large ministry unless you are willing to take the small ministry He has for you today.”  Wanda started crying, Joe started crying and the poor man asked, “What have I said?”

Could KidTrek be the large ministry that God promised?

Wanda served as Children’s Pastor in three large Southern California Churches.  While sitting in her office one afternoon, she envisioned an entire building filled with needy children.  Not long after that, she was approached by Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) to develop such a program nationally.

It was 1992 and the Los Angeles riots had spurred Dr. John Perkins to approach CCC with a vision of his own – a reproducible after-school program for at-risk kids.  He challenged Campus Crusade to develop a program that adults could be trained to reproduce in their own church across the country.  Knowing Wanda’s past work with at-risk kids, they asked her to develop such a program for them.  This was the opportunity to live out the vision that had been growing in her mind and heart since childhood.  

In 1998, Wanda and Joseph Parker (her son), were invited to sit on a panel in England convened by Viva Network.  The purpose of the panel was to develop a curriculum to train those who are called to work with at-risk kids.  Today the curriculum is taught in Christian universities around the world.

In 2001, CCC decided to change their vision.  Joe challenged Wanda to advance her vision from the Lord.  Asking the Lord about this, Wanda inquired if this was truly His vision.  She believed she heard Him say,

· “Wanda, this is my vision and no one can change it.”

· “To make a difference in the lives of at-risk kids, it is going to take praying and fasting, but not fasting from food.  It is going to take adults who are willing to fast from the things they want to do for themselves because they are pouring into the lives of kids.”

Not sure if what she heard was truly from the Lord or just what she wanted to hear, she asked the Lord for confirmation.  The following week, a center director came into her office and told Wanda of driving through South Central Los Angeles where she saw children running in and out amongst gang members dealing drugs.  The director said she cried out to Jesus and asked what it would take to change this.  She continued, “Wanda, the Lord told me it was going to take prayer and fasting but not fasting from food.”  This director knew nothing of what Wanda believed the Lord had told her.

In March 2001, Joe and Wanda took a step of faith and resigned from CCC and launched KidTrek.

The initial KidTrek staff was:  Wanda Parker, Executive Director; Joseph Parker, Director of Field Operations; Jim Hatch, Director of Training; Mildred Fisher, Director of Families Ministries; and Sheryl Moffatt, North Central Regional Facilitator.  

Since 2001, the Lord has not allowed a distant look into the future.  But He has been faithful!  Some highlights of the KidTrek Faith Walk are:

· In 2001, we submitted a grant request for five computers and four printers.  Amazingly, it was approved, but the funds didn’t come.  We waited three months, a critical time when training materials and curriculum needed to be developed.  When funding arrived the price of computers and printers were substantially lowered and we were able to upgrade from what we had originally planned to buy.

· KidTrek started with the name, KidHope.  After a year, we learned that there were two other ministries using that name.  While we were in the process of looking for a new name, we received a letter from the lawyer of one of these ministries telling us to “cease and desist” from using the KidHope name.  Director of Field Operations, Joseph Parker, suggested the name KidTrek.  KidTrek fits with our mission, “walking with kids through life.”  Though it was being used at that time by Southern Baptists, there was indication that they were not going to use it in the future.  Wanda asked if we could use the name.  A letter came back telling us KidHope could change its name to KidTrek with the blessing of the Southern Baptists.



· We trademarked KidTrek, but a letter arrived from Trek Bicycles telling us to “cease and desist” from using the KidTrek name.  We sent them the letter from the Southern Baptists and Trek Bicycles backed down.


· In the beginning, we were charging only $300 for the eight-day Basic Training.  In doing so, we incurred a large debt.  We were at the point of not knowing what to do when a training participant unexpectedly wrote a check that wiped out the entire debt.


· In 2004, we received two grants to fund the launching of our website.  One proposal was sent to a private foundation that only gives to ministries of whom they request a proposal.  It was God’s providence that we learned of the foundation. Though they knew nothing of us and had not requested a proposal from us, we submitted a proposal covered in much prayer.  We were called and asked how we procured their information; Joe Parker explained.  We were found with favor and they granted our request.


· In 2004, Wanda Parker spoke at Urban Youth Workers Conference.  In attendance was Justin Miller, Coordinator of programming for Steadfast Companies’ After-School Programs.  Justin was excited by what he heard from Wanda.  He contacted KidTrek and an exciting partnership was formed.  


· In April 2005, Viva Network invited Wanda to present a “Best Practice” paper at their Cutting Edge Conference in England.  She was told that Viva Network considers KidTrek to be a ministry that is raising the standard of ministry to at-risk kids.  The best practice paper is about the KidTrek concept of Secondary-Nurturers – “walking through life with kids.”


· In 2008 the KidTrek board revised our purpose/mission statement to reflect more fully the enhanced vision the Lord has given us.

KIDTREK EQUIPS THE CHURCH TO REACH 
FAMILIES IN CRISIS.
Developing a partnership with local churches, KidTrek establishes youth programs to serve the community.

 Through modeling, training, and coaching KidTrek equips adults to
 build intentional, long-term relationships with families in crisis.
Our goal is to see at-risk kids become 
Christ-changed, hope-filled, productive adults.
· The KidTrek vision is being lived out as the Lord gave it to Wanda; He has opened doors through unexpected means.  We believe our ministry life has just begun.  
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